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by Lermoyez and Helme { Annala da Maladies deV Oreille, vol. xxi.). The 
chief result of the chronic inflammation is caries of the ossicles. The only 
cure for the malady when it reaches this stage is excision of the remnants of 
the diseased membrana and carious ossicula, as demonstrated by the reports 
of operations of Sexton, of New York, 1886, and other aural surgeons since 
then down to the recent good results of Mr. Hugh E. Jones, of Liverpool 
(Liverpool Medico-Chirurgical Journal, July, 1894); Beco, of Li6ge ( Annala da 
Mol. de F Oreille, vol. xx.); Dr. William Milligan ( British Med. Journal, No¬ 
vember 24, 1894); Grunert and Meier (Archiv J. Ohrenh., vol. xxxviii.); Glea¬ 
son, of Philadelphia ( Atlantic Medical Monthly, March 25,1895); and J. Ome 
Green, of Boston [Boston City Hospital Medical and Surgical Reports, 1895). 
The last named author operated in sixty cases, in which all other methods 
of treatment failed to check the discharge, which had lasted for from five to 
ten years. In many cases the discharge ceased absolutely; in others it was 
not entirely checked. Some cases were cured at first, but relapsed from 
poor hygiene. The hearing was much improved in many instances. 
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Peculiar Cutaneous Manifestations from Quinine. 

C. W. Allen ( Medical Record, January 26, 1895). The most frequent 
form of eruption resulting from quinine is probably the scarlatinoid, an 
erythematous rash, beginning usually on the face and subsequently extend¬ 
ing over the whole surface. Other not uncommon forms are the urticarial 
and papular, while the vesicular, bullous, and purpuric are less frequently 
met with. Allen’s case.differed from the majority of those heretofore re¬ 
ported, in that the eruption occurred in a subject who had previously always 
been able to take quinine in moderately large doses, and had never before 
suffered in any way from its use; the smallness of the dose causing the erup¬ 
tion—one-quarter of a grain; the localization of the lesions, with no tendency 
to spread or to become generalized; in that the location of individual spots 
was always the same, no matter how large or small the dose; in that the 
eruption was produced four times accidentally and fourteen times experi¬ 
mentally ; and, finally, in the fact that, varying the dose, the lesion, which 
was always primarily erythematous, became urticarial, (Edematous, bullous, 
covered over with small vesicles, or converted into an excoriated patch. A 
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woodcut illustrates the form, size, and distribution of the lesions, and the 
general pathology of the manifestation is fully considered. 

The Protozoa-like Bodies of Herpes Zoster. 

In a short paper read before the American Dermatological Association 
(Journal of Cutaneous and Gcnito- Urinary Diseases, September, 1894) Hart- 
zelIi calls attention to and describes certain peculiar bodies found in the 
vesicles of herpes zoster, which Pfeiffer regards as protozoa and the cause of 
the disease. The author found these bodies not only in the ordinary forms 
of zoster, but also in a case of traumatic zoster in which there had been 
many recurrences for a period of years. He does not regard them as pro¬ 
tozoa, but forms of cell-degeneration! 

The Etiology of Pemphigus. 

Dumesnil reports (Archiv fur Dermatologic und Syphilis, Band xxx., Heft 2) 
in detail the histories of five cases of pemphigus, and from his observation of 
these and other cases he is led to the conclusion that the affection is depen¬ 
dent upon an anomaly of function of the nervous system, which is partly 
acquired and partly congenital. The author calls attention to the fact that 
pemphigus often recurs after strong psychic disturbance; and that the hys¬ 
terical and those whose nervous system has suffered in its powers of resistance 
through chronic alcoholism or other toxic influence furnish a large contin¬ 
gent of pemphigus cases. 


Eleidin. 

Dreysel and Oppler, in a study of this substance as found in normal 
and pathologically changed skin (Archiv fur Dermatologic und Syphilis, Band 
ttt. Heft 1), formulate the following conclusions: 

1. Eleidin is a viscid substance found everywhere in the stratum lucidum 
of the human skin, in the borders of the hair-follicles, and in those parts of 
the excretory ducts of the sweat-glands which pass through the horny layer, 
in the Bhape of fine drops and larger accumulations. In the mucous mem¬ 
branes eleidin is found only in those parts adjoining the skin, and there only 
in small quantities. 

2. Brief hardening in alcohol has no essential influence upon the tingi- 
bility and consistence of the eleidin. Its demonstration in alcohol-hardened 
skin is very simple. Staining succeeds best in picro-carmine and Bulpho- 
acid nigrosin. The eleidin is fixed In a certain measure through staining, 
and shows after this an increased resistance to certain chemical influences. 

3. The amount of the eleidin in the epidermis is not always proportional 
to that of the kerato-hyalin; in normal skin it is, in general, dependent upon 
the thickness of the horny layer, and is, therefore, greatest in the soles of the 
feet and tips of the fingers. 

4. From numerous examinations of pathologically changed skin it can 
be concluded that in pure hyperkeratoses an increase of the eleidin, as of 
kerato-hyalin, is present. In diseases which accompany anomalies of corni- 
fication-parakeratoses the eleidin more completely and earlier disappears than 



